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The grand Kalpathi Ratholsavam, one of the most celebrated festivals of the Kalpathi
Viswanathaswamy Temple in Palakkad, is now in full splendour. And in the midst of this festive
fervour, a dance performance posted on Facebook by a dancer has quietly created a wave—
close to fifty thousand views in just five days.

For an artist who regularly shares her dance videos on social media, this is no small recognition;
it is a heartfelt validation of her art, her discipline, and her deep-rooted love for dance.

This artist, who as a little girl dreamt of becoming a great dancer—and later found her
professional footing in the banking sector while carrying dance along like a pulse of life—is our
Talented Banker today.

Ramya Krishnan,
State Bank of India,
Ottapalam Branch.



Ramya is the elder daughter of Sri A. V. Unnikrishnan, a retired Chief Manager of Indian Bank
and an accomplished singer, and Smt. Sarala, a retired high school teacher.

Her younger sister, Dr. Rekha is a pathologist at Mankot Medical College, and Rekha’s husband,
Dr. Rohit, serves as an orthopaedic surgeon at Valluvanadu Hospital.

Ramya studied at Kendriya Vidyalaya Ottapalam till Class 4, later moving to Lady
Shankaranarayanan Girls’ Higher Secondary School until Class 10, and completed her Plus Two at
Vaniamkulam Higher Secondary School. She graduated with a degree in Mathematics from NSS
College Ottapalam and went on to complete her MBA from Hindusthan College, Coimbatore.

Throughout her school and college years, Ramya was a constant presence in the cultural
competitions. Classical dance, mono act, kadhaprasangam, Thiruvathira, Margamkali, Oppana,
Mobhiniyattam, Chakyar Koothu—there was hardly an art form she did not explore, excel in, and
win laurels for.

Her journey in classical dance began at the tender age of five, under her first guru Murali Mash.
By high school, she was training under Palakkad Pramod Das. She earned A grades in most of the
state-level competitions she participated in.

She also trained, along with a group that included Jayadev—her classmate from school years and
now her husband—under the discipleship of the legendary Sri Paingkulam Narayana Chakyar,
learning Koothu and Koodiyattam, and the team also won a prize in the Youth Festival.

Although she received an offer from the Royal Bank of Scotland through campus placement, she
chose instead to honour her father’s choice —that she join a nationalised bank. She trained for
banking exams, and in 2010, joined the State Bank of India. Her first posting was at Salem RBO,
followed by a transfer to the Administrative Office in Salem.

After her marriage to Jayadev—himself an excellent singer and an artiste skilled in Koothu and
Koodiyattam—Ramya moved to SBI Ottapalam in 2018.

Ottapalam, a land that has always nurtured and celebrated the arts, offered Ramya countless
opportunities to grow. She continues her training in Mohiniyattam under Dr. Geetha Shivakumar
of Kerala Kalamandalam, and in Bharatanatyam and Kuchipudi under Sri Vijesh Vallath.

With their guidance, she completed diplomas in both Bharatanatyam and Kuchipudi, and she
also holds a Master’s degree in Bharatanatyam from Annamalai University.

During the pandemic, the friendships and creative collaborations with former Talented Bankers
like Chithra and Ratheesh offered Ramya new artistic openings.

In the short film “Vibhaavanam,” created remotely with five actors, she played a notable role
alongside them.

Her next memorable opportunity came during the last TB meet, in the short-film festival,
through the film “Ente Shari,” directed by another former Talented Banker, Arun Kumar—though

it wasn’t screened, it still garnered appreciation.

Ramya considers SBI’s Sargotsavam another cherished stage that refined her talents. One of her



most treasured moments was performing at Tagore Stadium during a Bank Day event, with
Dhanoop, another former Talented Banker.

Performing at renowned temples such as Guruvayur, Cheenakkathoor, Thiruvilwamala, and
Pazhayannur remains one of the richest blessings of her artistic life.

Every year, she considers it a divine privilege to perform at Guruvayur’s Melpathur Auditorium
for SBI’s Ekadasi Vilakku.

Though she has participated in many online TB programmes, she attended her first TB meet at
Kozhikode—performing both a solo dance and a skit alongside Chithra. Missing the next two TB
meets is something she still considers a deep regret.

Her children—Anirudh, a Class 7 student at Lakshmi Narayana Vidyaniketan Ottapalam, and
Anikha, a UKG student—are her strongest source of energy and joy.

Her husband, parents, and a close circle of friends continue to be pillars of support. Among
these friends, Ramya mentions Chithra with special affection.

One of the most unforgettable memories of her life remains dancing Mohiniyattam at Chathan
Kandarukavu with her six-month-old daughter in her arms—and years later, performing on stage
with her once that little baby had grown.

Apart from dance, Ramya also shines as an anchor in various public events. With her friend,
Chartered Accountant Sreja Prakash, she co-founded Deeksha School of Dance, training young
children—something that continues to give her immense fulfilment.

Her mother-in-law, Smt. Padmaja—retired Assistant Commissioner from the GST Department—
made her own dance debut in 2019, and has always been a constant source of encouragement
in Ramya’s artistic life.

Today, Ramya carries two dreams closest to her heart:

to become a widely recognised dancer, and to pursue a doctorate in dance.

She also hopes to become an actor who can effortlessly slip into any role—much like the
legendary Sukumari Amma.

The TB family wholeheartedly wishes that every one of these dreams unfolds beautifully for her.



